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18.    In general, as you well know the importance of the early arrival of
our ships in England from the several parts of India, we recommend every
practicable measure to be pursued for effecting the same.
19.    Having now modelled the instructions to the commanders of the ships
in our service, von will receive herewith copies thereof for your information,
that care may be taken so far as depends upon you that they pay due obedience
thereto.
20.    The President and Council at Fort St. George having represented to
us that the long stay and disembarking the recruits from our outward bound
ships at Joanna1 has been very prejudicial to their healths, and that the shipping
which have only stopped there for a short time  proved very healthy ;  the
captains have it recommended to them to put in the Cape for refreshments
in preference to all other places, if the season will admit of it, and are enjoined
to avoid Joanna ; but on being indispensibly obliged to stop there, they are
required to remain no longer than shall be absolutely necessary for taking
in wood, water and provisions, and on no account to land any of the men,
if it can possibly be avoided, yet if the disembarking them cannot be dis-
pensed with, the commanders are positively charged not to surfer them to lay
ashore at night, that prejudice and danger to the healths of the recruits may
be prevented.   We give you this information that if any of the ships for your
Presidency touch at Joanna, you are to call upon the captains for their reasons,
and advise us of the result of your enquiry,
21.    It is with the utmost concern we have occasion to resume the subject
of illicit outward bound trade, and considering the measures we had taken to
prevent the same for the future, we hoped a stop would have been put to such
pernicious practices:  but contrary to our expectations, we have received an
information upon the oaths of two officers belonging to a vessel called the
New Success, whereof, Robert Hay was commander, that whilst she lay in
the river Thames, the following goods were received aboard, vizt., about two
hundred bundles of steel weighing about one hundred weight each, ninety cases
of copper of about one hundred weight each, about thirty five casks contain-
ing shot, each of which casks weighed about five hundred weight, about seventy
five chests of small arms and several thousand bars of iron of different lengths.
That the said vessel with the said goods on board set sail from the port of
London and proceeded down the English Channel, that she did not make the
best of her way, but steered different courses, and it appeared to the deponents
that Captain Hay was endeavouring to discover and make up to some ship,
but not meeting therewith the said vessel, proceeded directly to St. Vincent,
one of the Cape de Verde Islands and came to an anchor there on or about
the 20th April last near to the Nottingham, Captain Howe commander, which
arrived a few days before.   That the said snow was hauled close along side
the Nottingham, and on or about the 21st, 22nd and 23rd days of the said
month, all the beforementioned steel, copper, shot and small arms together
with about six thousand bars of the said iron were taken out of the said vessel,
New Success, and directly put on board the Nottingham by orders from
Mr. Paul, the chief mate,   The said deponents further say that when they were
on board the Nottingham, they were informed by several of the company, that
whilst she was near the island of Palm, one of the Canary Islands, about 220
cannon were put on board her from a vessel called the William, commanded